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jar August I have you

now
And Charles

Rocker face work-
ing fiendishly fing-

ers grasping the empty air In a
vain endeavor to strangle the phan-
tom which had for six long years
pursued him sat up in bed

Incoherently Hlslwif
front a aound sleep eyed her

husband In terror thinking him at
first insane

August you must
Rocker hissed lila sightless eyes

straight ahead seeing
nothing it came to the wife
lying him that the man
was asleep In the grip of a
horrible dream What was it
he had said Whose name Jfa

had called out in hIs
agony August And Au
gust was her first j

I killed him Oh God
I killed him muttered 1

the sleeping man and he
sank back in the bed exhaust-
ed with the terror of his dream
In a moment the vision with
its horrible vividness had passed-
as dreams will quicker than a
flash of light and Rocker was
breathing heavily again unaware
of the fatal words which he had
called out in his moment of

But if Charles Rooker slept
quietly again his wife did not His
words had aroused in her a

suspicion On June 29 1900 her
first husband August Schroeder
had died a violent death He had
been found hanging to a rafter in
his own barn by his wife early one
tine morning and it was supposed
that he had committed suicide The
coroner up in the little town of
Rock Rapids Iowa had brought-
in a verdict of selfinflicted death

At the time of Schroeders death
Rocker had been employed as a
farm hand on the Schroeder farm
The men had gone to a carnival
in Rock Rapids the night before
Schroeder was found dealt and had

returned to the farm IsteVt night
under the influence of liquor Itaok-
rr and ha turned in and Mrs

put up the horses
Rocker was the last man

to see Schroeder alive though ho
had gone to bed before the latter

The next morning Schroeder was
found suspended from a rafter in
his own barn Mrs Schroeder did
not faint at the sight though for
a moment stood paralyzed with
fear and horror Then she aroused
her brothers who were still asleep
The lt man to awake in the
household was Rocker He was
sleeping deeply heavily when he
was called and his eyes were still
but halt open when he sought
sight of the corpse which the
others had cut down For a few
seconds the wife looked at the
man with suspicion but his aston
ishment seemed genuine enoijjh
and the thought that he might hsre
had a hand in her husbands
Vanished It was supposed that
Schroeder in a flt of drunken re
morse had staggered into the barn
after the others were all asleep
and hanged himself This closed
the case

Several months after the death
of Schroeder Mrs Schroeder yield
ed to the courtship of Charles
Rocker They were married For
some reason Rocker explained It
as a dislike to the country

shortly after insisted upon
the 3ehroeder farm and
to South Dakota where they

have lived since on a farm which
Rocker bought with the money he
Lad brought with him and which
was the proceeds of the sale back
in Iowa four years passed by and
there was never a suspicion that
Rocker lad been guilty of a crime

When Thomas Hood put into
verse the story of Eugene Arum
who had slain a helpless old man
fur his gold and who was pursued
thereafter by a nemesis that would
not be shaken off he told only the
old story which was only new when
Coin killed Abel And when Eugene
Aram sought out an innocent little
boy and told hn the story of the
murder which he had committed
telling the youngster however
that he must remember ft was
nothing but a dream Aram wits
Impelled by that resistless feeling
that ho must tell some one of his
crime even though he knew all
the time that this telling might
bring him to the gallows To be
shone with the crime of murder is
more than most human minds can
stand become unbalanced
and the comes out in one
form or another And so It has
been with Charles Rocker who
gasped out the story of his crime
while he lay asleep beside the
widow of tho mean he had killed So
it was with Lady Macbeth the

A

you apg die

staring
nd

b side

hus-
band

hroeder

she

death

mov-
ing

murder

I

mutter-
ing awaken-
ed

t

lies

fir

an-

guish

terri-
ble

Ap-

parently

Back-
er sell-
ing

F

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

I

1 he Dream
Trttls the sere

TIB MM tor bio M M-
Ajr tiMvsfc fee korf 4 la-

AMI tMMMMi down with
Awl jr n fey nu off Ms

The world bal

0 tall terrM harrU eua
MB sow awake

AcatN aKftia with twr brain
The IMBUM life I trite

And my rod right bud K VM
LIke Cnuweca at

Ad sifts a tor the rHlM
Win ware or mold itlftnri

horrid thtoc PUWUM mr-

H ups his brow

pathos of whose condition when
she walks in her sleep mind
overwrought with the horror ef
the crime which she and hus
band have committed cries out f r
pity

Through the long hours of the
Mrs Rocker lay beside th

man whom she had called husband
fearing to believe what abe knew
must be true fearing to tax tbo
man with the crime test be should
seize her and crush nut fc r Ute aa-
he had done with
horror of tbe situation nearly
drove her mad fie to sleep
lest she in tura should babble the
story of the crime and her hus-
band hearing that he had been
found out should kill her while
she slept

When at last morning ocae ale
lay and watched the man whom shy

husband watched him with the
fascination with which the bird
watchea the snake which it knows
is hungering for it waiting only
the opportune moment to take it
The man stirred at last uneasily
under the steady gaze and opened
his eyes She read suspicion in thorn
and her throat contracted in ter-
ror But she was mistaken It was
only the natural expression the
expression which had become

to them after four years
living alone with his crime

She was early astir leaving
to doze for a short tine She

felt that she if she lay longer
him she must scream I

know crime and you must
hang for it When finally he too
Wa up and dressed Mrs Rocker
talked to him about the ordinary
things of the day about the work
that must be done the cow that
must be doctored the stores that
must be bought the next time he
went to town But at last she saidt

What were you dreaming a ut
last night You cried out In the
middle of it all and woke me up I
thought some one waa being mur-
dered

Eh Whats that Whats it to
you what I dream about his
eyes clouded suddenly

Well I want to know said his
wife stubbornly Yon said some
mighty queer things while you
were asleep too and when she
saw the expression on his face she
wondered how she had found the
courage to question him

What did I say asked Rocker
breathing hard What do you
know woman Come out with it
he said harshly as she hesitated

You were talking about August
she replied

Aye and what did I say
That you killed Mm Ach let

go you brute she screamed for
the man had elutehed her

by the arm She fought him oil
but gradually he was

her Her strength waa nearly
gone when suddenly h released
his grasp

You fool he saW aeavse I
talk in sleep you say I killed
Schroeder Who would bdfera
you he sneered

She steadied herself the
wall I said

And what If you do know said
Rocker his mood changing ugin I
didJdll Mm There you have ij ha

hoarsely It seemed as
a load beta lifted from
his last he lily
crime The hideous ctacy watsno
longer bottled up in his head n-

otlier it
Curse M the drunken

the main cried impatiently IJedc
serred it Now see here little

he continued to a
chest of draws and opening one
you know about this thing but

if you ever tell he did not finish
the sentence but pulled a revolver
from the draw and leveled it at
her head The woman quelled for
a moment Her lips moved but grave
OUT no sound Finally she aafeaged-
vu gwtp

I wont tell
Rtfcker lowered li gun fnmnjC-
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